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Forgive me for opening with what is by now a tired cliche, but it has to be said that this 

has been a year the likes of which the society has not faced in a century, or maybe 

ever. The pandemic was well in swing when I took over as chair in May, much delayed 

from the usual timeframe of electing a new committee. This was due to the results of 

the first lockdown: the cancelling of our planned AGM, the de facto suspension of the 

constitution, and the time it took for the Guild to set up online elections. 

 

Despite the lockdown, we managed to fill all seven of our committee positions. 

Following the results of this election, we swiftly and properly conducted a handover 

meeting with the previous committee. This was helped by the fact that three of us from 

the 2019-20 committee stayed on into 2020-21. Following this, we immediately began a 

schedule of weekly online events. This alternated between a more relaxed, less 

preparation intensive drinks event, and another event format that required more 

forethought. This initially was a successful scheme, and attracted decent attendance, 

particularly from a wide range of alumni as well as our ordinary members. This carried 

on until around the end of summer term, as attendance dropped off as restrictions 

eased, which meant that frankly people had a lot better things to be doing than 

hanging around and drinking on a zoom call. 

 

The society then ticked over until it came to freshers week, and the start of the Autumn 

term. This brought into focus the main challenge facing the society for the year, being 

the struggle we would face in attracting new members, given the substantially reduced 

quality of our events. Nevertheless, we began a push on our comms and social media, 

culminating in our virtual freshers fair video, which was a lot of fun to put together. It 

was something I was proud of as a chair, and I think reflected the fact that we don’t 

take ourselves too seriously. At this point, we still believed that there might be the 

possibility that we would hold in-person events that term, but the rapid deterioration in 

the state of the pandemic meant that it quickly became apparent that this wouldn’t be 

the case. We held a relatively successful welcome event, followed by a full term’s worth 

of events. We maintained a healthy number (~16) of paid up members, however we 



were not always able to have the same people attend our events. The highlight of this 

term was a speaker event with Munira Wilson MP, our spokesperson for health and 

social care. We also began cross party events, with Debate Roulette being proposed 

and led by UoBC (and in which our contingent punched above our weight!). Crucially, 

we began to hold cross-society events with the Warwick University Liberal Democrats 

(on their initiative). This was one of the most fruitful collaborations of the year, allowing 

both of our societies to strengthen one another in tough times. These events were in 

my opinion some of the most enjoyable of the whole year. With them, we also held 

watch parties for the American election, the most significant political occasion of the 

year. In spite of this, motivation and energy was at an all-time low for me personally 

towards the Christmas break, however with the help of the committee we held events 

together until the break. We had an event or two after the Christmas, towards the end 

of the new restructured first term, to maintain interest during the deadline season. Up 

until this point, I had maintained some hope that we might be able to hold in person 

events over the course of the 16th committee. Obviously, it soon after became 

apparent that this would not be the case. 

 

The second term has so far been much the same. It has been a bit less structured from 

the point of view of the committee. We didn’t release a term card, allowing us a lot of 

flexibility to change around event plans on the fly. One important failure this term was 

the lack of a key speaker event this term, caused by my failure of prior planning, and 

not getting communications made to get speakers in the pipeline in time. However, we 

have gotten speakers in line for early on in the next committee. Nevertheless, we still 

managed weekly events, with the exception of a very busy and trying YL conference 

week. It was during this period that we were reviewed as part of the YL wide branch 

review. We had more cross party events, including a mock PMQs, featuring excellent 

performances from our team of ‘spokespeople’. One aim for this term was a round of 

merch. The ball has begun rolling, with a poll of members, and some designs, however 

this has not progressed to completion in the way that I hoped, however I hope further 

progress will be made with the new committee. We began some campaigning events 

this term too, with a few phonebanking sessions for Brecon and Radnorshire, and for 

chair emerita Sophie Thornton in Sheffield. Towards the end of the committee, I made 

a new style guide for the society. I’d already done so during the first lockdown, but I 

wasn’t happy with the document itself, nor some of the finer points of the design itself. 

I hope that we can continue to have a strong visual identity off of the back of this. 

Following all of this, and the pausing of events for the Easter break, we went into 

another set of the Guild’s online elections. The results of these elections represents a 

significant cut back in the size of the committee, however I have confidence that we will 



be able to continue to hold the fort until in person events are allowed again, and we 

can hopefully get back into the swing of attracting new members. 

 

I can give nothing but the highest praise for my fellow committee members. 

Throughout a ridiculously tough year that frankly none of us deserved, they have been 

an incredibly capable, dedicated and friendly group to work with, not to mention fun. 

They kept me on my toes even during the coldest and darkest days of the entire 

pandemic. Without their support and efforts, the society could not have run 

throughout the last year, and it’s through their collective effort that the society was 

able to show the resilience that we have (aided of course, from a well-established 

society pre-pandemic, and the work of our predecessors). Despite the circumstances, 

in some ways we have expanded the role of the society against all the odds, such as 

greater involvement with our local party and the aforementioned collaborations. I 

would further like to thank the support of the alumnus members of the 15th 

committee, who have provided much help and support throughout this time. 

 

As well as the previous thanks, I would also finally like to thank every person who has 

come to one of our events over the past year. They weren’t the events you deserved 

either, but they were the events you came to nonetheless, and I’m very grateful to 

everyone who has continued to engage with the society throughout this time. Even 

with the best committee, the society wouldn’t exist without you, so thank you. 

Throughout this time, it’s been my absolute pleasure to be the chair of this fantastic 

society. This is not to say that it’s been easy, and truthfully, I’m completely gutted to not 

have been able to chair a single in-person event. I sincerely hope that no chair has to 

have a year like the one I’ve had. Through it all, I’ve made many mistakes, let many 

things slip, and there are many ways in which the society could have been led better 

throughout this year. However, I can say that under the circumstances, I have done my 

best for the society for which I care deeply, and to which I owe much.  

 

Patrick Gilbert, March 31st, 2021 


